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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
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AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

TO FACILITATE THE PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE FOR NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERA. TION 

PURPOSES 

The Govenunent of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria, 
hereinafter referred to as the "Parties", 

SHARING a mutual concern to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and to control 
the transfer of technology, materials and expertise related to such weapons to end-users and end uses of 
proliferation concern; 

DESIRING to cooperate to facilitate the provision to the Republic of Bulgaria (hereinafter "Bulgaria") of 
technical assistance to transfer Russian-origin spent nuclear fuel from Bulgaria to the Russian Federation; 

DESIRING to facilitate in Bulgaria the conversion from the use of high-enriched uranium (HEU) in 
civilian nuclear activities to the use of low-enriched uranium (LEU); 

NOTING the Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy between the United 
States of America and the European Atomic Energy Community of 7 November 1995; and 

H.A. VING REGARD to the obligations of Bulgaria deriving from its membership in the European Union, 
including the European Atomic Energy Community, 

Have agreed a.<> follows: 

Article I 
Definitions 

"High-enriched uranium" or "HEU" means uranium enriched to 20% or more in the isotope U-
235. 

"Low-enriched uranium" or "LEU" means uranium enriched to less than 20% in the isotope U-
235. 

"Nuclear fuel" means fissile isotopes of uranium and all isotopes of plutonium contained in 
research and test reactor fuel assemblies, rods, control rods or sub-components thereof: research 
and reactor target assemblies or sub-components thereof; and bulk materials intended tor 
research or test purposes. 



Article II 
Objective 

······································------

The Government of the United States of America (hereinafter "U.S. Government"), through the 
Department of Energy of the United States of America/National Nuclear Security 
Administration (DOE), may provide assistance to Bulgaria to: transfer Soviet Union- and 
Russian-produced spent nuclear fuel at the IRT-2000 research reactor at the Institute of Nuclear 
Research and Nuclear Energy in Sofia, Bulgaria, to the Russian Federation; convert the IRT-
2000 reactor from the use of HEU fuel to LEU fuel; upgrade the safety of the reactor system as 
part of its conversion from HEU fuel to LEU fuel; and enhance the security of the reactor site 
and nuclear materials stored at the site. 

Article III 
Terms of Assistance 

L The terms of this Agreement shall apply to all forms of assistance provided by the U.S. 
Government under this Agreement, and to all related activities and personnel. All assistance 
provided in accordance v,.ith this Agreement shall be used exclusively for the purpose stated in 
Article II of this Agreement. 

2. Unless the written consent of the U.S. Government has iirst been obtained, the Government of 
Bulgaria shall not transfer title to, or possession or use of any assistance (including materials. 
supplies, equipment and instruments), training and services provided in accordance \.\ith this 
Agreement other than to ministries, agencies or departments within the Government of Bulgaria. 

3. The terms of this Agreement shall cover: 

(a) the provision of technical assistance, safety engineering services, planning and project 
management support pertaining to the implementation of any assistance provided under 
this Agreement; and 

(b) the provision of procurement and/or acquisition services, selection of subcontractors, 
contract and project management services, and the technical and administrative 
oversight of subcontractor performance during the preparation ior and implementation 
of work under this Agreement. 

4. Conditions of a-;sistance provided under this Agreement shall be defined by separate contracts or 
arrangements. In case of any inconsistency between these contracts or arrangements and this 
Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement shall prevail. 

Article fV 
Availability of Funds 

The provision of assistance under this Agreement is subject to the availability of appropriated 
funds. 

Article V 
Taxes and Other Charges 

I. The terms of Article 3 (a) and (e) of the Agreement bet\veen the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria Concerning Economic, 
Technical and Related Assistance of 27 July 1998 (hereinafter the "1998 Agreement''), relating 
to taxation or any other charges shall apply to all technical assistance provided by the U.S. 
Government under this Agreement. 

2. The exemption from taxation or other charges as provided in paragraph l of this Anicle shall 
include but is not limited to importation into Bulgaria of nuclear fuel transport casks. and the 
purchase in Bulgaria of goods and sef\ices related to preparations to transport spent nuclear fuel 
from the IRT-2000 research reactor to the Russian Federation. If any such taxes or charges are 
paid, they shall be fully reimbursed. 



Article VI 
Dispute Resolution 

Any dispute between the Parties arising out of the interpretation and/or implementation of this 
Agreement shall be resolved by consultations between the Parties. 

ArticleVH 
Claims 

The Government of Bulgaria shall be responsible for any liability arising out of technical 
assistance provided by the U.S. Government as set forth in Article II above, in accordance \\'ith 
the Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage of 21 May 1 %3. 

Article VIII 
Audit and Inspection 

1. Upon Y.Titten request provided thirty days in advance, representatives of the U.S. Government 
shall have the right, during the period of this Agreement and for three years thereafter, to 
examine the use of any assistance provided by the U.S. Government under this Agreement, at 
sites of its location or use in the territory of Bulgaria, and to examine all records or 
documentation related to the use of assistance provided by the U.S. Government under this 
Agreement. 

2. DOE representatives shall have the right to monitor the implementation of contracts and the 
progress of work under this Agreement. at facilities in the territory of Bulgaria. 

Article IX 
Entry Into Force, Amendment, and Termination 

1. This Agreement shall enter into force from the date of its signature. 

2. This Agreement may be amended upon the written agreement of the Parties. 

3. This Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon ninety days \\ntten notice to the other 
Party. 

4. Notwithstanding the termination of this Agreement, Article VII shall continue to apply without 
regard to time, and the rights of the U.S. Government under Article VIII shall continue to apply in 
accordance with the terms of that Article. 

DONE at Sofia this 25th day of March 2008, in duplicate, in the English and 
Bulgarian languages, both texts being equally authentic. 

~Jrv(e__ 
FOR ruE GOVERNMENT OF 
TilE l..JNIIEISSTATESOF AMERICA: 
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