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TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTS SERIES 21-324 

CULTURAL EXCHANGES, PROPERTY, AND COOPERATION 

Import Restrictions 

Memorandum of Understanding Between the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

and TURKEY 

Signed at Ankara January 19, 2021 

Entered into force March 24, 2021 



 

 

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



MP,MORi\NDlJM OFtJNDERSTANP.ING 

BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATE$- OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THEREP.UBLJC OF TUIU(EY 

CQNCERNIN'G THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

ON CATEGORIES OFARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL. 

MATERIAL OF TURKEY 

The Govern.merit of the lJnited States of America and the Government of the Republic 
of-Turkey; 

Acting pursuant to .the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 
Preventing the D1icit hnp.oi:i, Expprt and Tr3I).sfer -of-Owne.tship of Cultural Property,. 
to- which both countries are- States ·party; and 

Noting the-respect the Govermµent of the Un~ted States of America has for Turkey's 
·cultural heritage·, including materials froni the Independence War that led to the 
establishfuent of the Republic of Turkey, and material_s that belonged to Mustafa 
kemal Atati.irk, ·founder of the Turkish Repi.iblic; and 

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage pf irreplaceable archaeological and 
ethnololPcal material representing Turkey's: cultural heritage; 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE! 

1... T.1}1;:. Goyernme_nt of the United States of America shall. in accordance With its 
legislation, including the Convention ·on Cultural .Property Iinple¢entation Act, 
restrict the i111portation into the United States of certain archaeolOgical material, 
which includes objects in stone, metal, ceramic, plaster and _stucco, paip.ting, glass, 
wood~ textile, and· other organic ma~erial ranging :in :date from 1,200~000 BC to 
AD 1770 and certain ethnological material, which ~ricludes objects iri stone, metal, 
ceramic, painting. glass, wood, te~tile. Ieather and parchment, and other organic 
-material ranging in date from the 1st centQry AD to· 1923 identified in. the list to be 
promulgatei:l by the .Government of the United States of America (hereinafter 
referred to as th~ Design~ted List),. unless Uie Government; qf the Rc:public of 
Turkey issues a license which certifies that such exportation was not in violation 
of its Jaws. 



2. The Government of the United States of Americ~ shall offer for return to the 
Government of the Republic of Turkey any object or material. on the Designated 
List forfeited to the Governmentofthe United States of America. 

3. Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is 
published in the: U.S. Federal Register,.the official United States Government 
publication providing fair public notice. 

ARTICLE II 

1. Both Governments shall publicize this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
and the reasons for it. · 

2. The Government of the Republic of Turkey shall continue to use.its best efforts to 
maintain and share with the Governmentofthe United States of America 
information .about unauthorized excavations, thefts of cultm'al property, trafficking 
· of cultural property, and other threats thatj eopardize its cultural· patrimony. · 

3. The Government of the Republic of Turkey shall continue to use its best efforts to 
take steps consistent with the 1970 UNESCO Convention 011 the Means of 
Prohibiting and Preventing thelllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of 
Cultural Property to protect its cultural pafrimo.Qy. To assist in these efforts, the 
Government of the United States .of America shall use its best efforts to facilitate 
technical assistance to the Government of the Republic ofTurkey as appropriate 
under available programs in· the public and/or private Sectors. · · · 

4. The Government of the. Republic of Turkey shall continue to use its best efforts to 
engage other countries having a significant import trade in archaeological and 
ethnological material from Turkey to deter a serious situation of pillage of cultural. 
property. 

5. Each Government shall use best efforts to encourage interchange of 
archaeological and ethnological materials for cultural, educational, and scientific 
purposes, including long-term loans of such materials to promote widespread 
pubHc·appreciation of and access to Turkey's rich cultural heritage. 

6. Each Government shall continue to endeavorto keep the other informed of the 
measures taken to implement this MOU. 

ARTICLE III 

The obligations of both Governments and the activities tarried out under this MOU 
shall be subject to their respectivelaws and regulations,including those with respect 
to the availability of appropriated funds. 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

  
  

 

 
 

   
 

  
  

  



AMERikA BiRLESiK DEVLETLERi HUKUMETi 

iLE 

TURKiYE CUMHURiYETiHUKUMETi 

ARASINDA 

TURKiYE'YEAIT ARKEOLOJiK VE ETNOLOJiK KATEGORiDEKi 

ESERLERE YONELiK iTHALAT KISiTLAMASI OETiRiLMESiNEiLiSKiN 

MUTABAKAT ZAPTI 

Amerika Birle~ik Devletleri Hi.iktimeti veTilrkiye CumhuriyetiHiikilmeti;_ 

Her iki i.ilkenin Taraf Dev let oldugu Kiilttir V arhklai11un Kanunsuz Ithali, thrac1 ve 
Miilkiyet Transf erinin Onlenmesi ve Yasa.Jµann1as1 i<;in Almacak Tedbirlerle ilgili 
1970 UNESCO Sozle~mesi uyannca hateket ederek; ve 

Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulmasma on ayak·oian Kurtulu~Sava.!?I doneminden 
kalan eserler ile TUrkiye Curnhuriyeti' nin kurucusu Mustafa .Kern al -Atattirk' e a.it 
eserler de dahil olmak ilzere, Tiirkiye'nin kUlttirel mirasmaAmerika Birle~ik 
Devletleri 'nin duydugu sayg1y1 goz onune alarak~ ve 

Ttirkiye'nin ktilttirel miras1m temsil eden benzeri bulunmaz arkeolojik ve etnolojik 
eserlerin yagmalanmasma yoiielik giri~imleri azaltmak amac1yla; · 
A~ag1daki konularda mutab1k kalrru~lardrr: 

MADDEI 

L Amerika Birie$ik Devletleti HtikUmeti, Killtilrel V arhklarm Uygulanmas1 Yasas_1 
dahil olmak tizere,kendi yas~arma-uygun olarak, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Htikiimeti 
tarafmdan soz konusu ihracatm yasalan ihlal etmedigini belirten bfr Ii sans 
i;1kar1hnadik9a; MO l.200,000ile MS 1770 arasmda kalan doneme ait ta~, rhetal, 
serarnik, al91, s1va, boya, cam, tahta, tekstil ve diger organik malzemelerdeli yap1lnu~ 
objelerin de ii;inde bulundugu arkeolojik eserlerle MS l. yilzytl ile 1923 tarihleri 
arasmda kalah doneme ait ve Amerika Birle§ik Devletled Htiklimeti tarafindan 
yayunlanan listede (bundan sonta Belirlenirii~Liste olarak amlacaktti) yer alan ta~, 
metal, seramik, boya, cam, tahta, tekstil, deri ve par§omen ve diger organik · · 
malze:m:elerden yapilrm~ objelerin de i~inde .bulundugu baz1 etnolojik eserletin 
Amerika Birl~~ik Devletleri'ne ithalaum las1tlar; 

2. Amerilca Birle~ik Devletleri Hiikumeti, Belidenmi~Listede yer alan ve mtilkiyet 
hakki yasal i~lemleAmerika Birle$ik Devletleri Hiikilmeti 'ne ge9mi$ olan herhangi 
bir obje veya eseri Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Htikiimeti' ne iade etmeyi teklif eder; 
.3. Soz konusu ithalat las1tlamalan, Belitlenmi~ Listenin, Amerika: Birle~ik Devletleri 
Hiiktimeti' nin kamuoyuna adi] duyuruda bulunma imkam saglayan Amerika Birlei;ik 
Devletleri'ninresmi Federal Gazetesi'nde yay1mland1g1 tarihte yiiriir1tige girer, 



MADDE"II 

LHer iki Htiktintet bu Mutabakat Za,ptrm (MZ) ve-gerek9elerini yay1mlayarak 
~ 

kamuoyuna duyurur; 
. . 

2. Ttirkiye Cumhtiriyeti Hill(iimeti yetl<lsiz:.:kaz1, ki.ilttir varhg1 h1tsizhg1, killttir 
va,rhklarmm k~ak:~1hg1 ve killtilrel mira,s1i11 tehlik~ye atan-. .digertehditlere ait bilgi}eri 
Anierika Birle~ik Devletleri HtikUmeti ile payl~!?ma1c konus.µnda djn.den:.gelen azami 
c;abayt gosterhieye devrun eder. 

3. Tilrkiye C.urnhuriyeti Hiikiimeti,. Ktiltiir ·Mirasmt Korumak ·Amac"iyla Ktiitilr 
Varl.tl4ar1run. Kanunsuz: itha1i,. ihrac1 ve Mtilkiyet Transfeririin Onleninesi ve 
Yasaldarunasd-;in Ahnacak Tedbirlerltdlgili i910 UNESCO Sozle$mesi uyannca 
gerekeii adi.mlan atm~ konusunda: elinden.:gelen azami ~abayi gostermeye·-devam
eder .. Tutki.ye Cuinhuriyeti Hilkiltn.eti'ni bu .i:rab~annda destekiemek.iizere, Amerika. 
Birle~ik_Devletleti HUlctimeti, kamu :Sektorti ve/veya. oz~l sektotdeki mevcµt 
progranilar c;etc;evesitide TUrkiye Cun;ihu.ri.y~ti . .Hi.iktimeti'ne teknik yardun 
·saglanmasm1 lcolayla.~tmnak uzere el1nden gel¢n azami c;abay1 gosterir. . 

4.- Tilrkiy~ Ciunhuriyeti Hiikiimeti, kUltiireJ ntlras1mn yagma1anmasma ili~kin ciddi 
bit duturim .onleniek amac1yla, Tiirkiye 'den onemli miktarlarda arkeol<Jjjk ve 
·_einolojik-ese:r:in ithalatmfyapan diger illkelerin angaJe edilmesi yOniinde eiinden gelen 
azami i;abay1 gpstetmtye de.vam eder. 

5. Her Htiktimet. yaygm olarak: hallqn, turkiye'nin zeng.tn ktiltiir miras1nm. ta~1dJ.g1 
degeri tak.dir etmesi ve bu mirasa eri~lminili sagla,nmas1 amac1yla, arkeolbjik ve 
ttnolojik e~erlerin, uzun donemiLolarak 5dunc; veriitnesi de daµil olma,k lizere, 
kiilturel, egitsei ve bilimsel runac;larla mijbaledesinite~vik etmek i~in. eltnden gelen 
az~ c;abay1.gost~rir. · 

6. Her H_iikilmet, bu MZ'nmuygulanrilas1 i9in alinacak tedbirler konusunda-cliger 
HUkiimeti haberdm- etmeye dev_am .ed,er . 

. MADDEID-

Her iki Htiktimetin yiilcUmltiltikleri.ve bu MZ 1r.et~evesinde yeriile getir4ikleri 
faaliyetier; ~sis edilen fonlann mevcudiyetine ili~ki~ ya$a v~ duzenlemeler de. dahil 
olmak iizere, kendi. iilkelerinde:ki yasa ve duzenlemelere tabidir. 

MADDEN 

1..iju MZ ... MZ'nm yilrilrltig~ girm:esi it;in- gerekli ic; prosedilrlerjn iijm~and:tgma 
:dair Hi.ikUm.etlerin:birbirletfo.e ),car~1bkll olar~ bulunduklar1 son bildirimin ahtu;hg1 
\ariltte:yiirµrlti'ge. gh'er. Bu MZ;.uz~t1lmad1g1 fakdirde be~ (5) ytl s_tjreyle yi.irilrlilkte 
kalfr. . 



2. Bu MZ, sadece ortak ve yaz1h onay ile uzatilabilir ve/veya dtizenlenebilir. Bu 
MZ'nm uzatilmas1 ve/veya dtizenlenmesi, bu Maddenin 1. f1kra mda belirtilen 
prosedtirlere uygun olarak yi.irtirli.ige girer. 

3. Amerika Birle~ik Devletleri Hi.ikUmeti ve Ttirkiye Cumhuriyeti Htiktimeti, bu 
MZ'nm stiresinin uzat1hp uzatllmayacagma karar vermek i9in soz konusu be~ (5) 
y1lhk stire bitmeden once bu MZ'mn ge9erliligini stirdtirtip stirdi.irmedigini gozden 
ge9irir. 

4. Her iki Htikilmet de, bu MZ'run stiresi dolmadan once MZ'm feshetme niyetini 
yaz1h olarak ve diplornatik kanallardan diger Hi.iki.irnete bildirebilir. Bu durumda, soz 
konusu fesih, fesih bildirirninde bulunulan tarihten alt1 (6) ay sonra yi.irtirltige girer. 

iSBU KEYFiYETi TEYiDEN, asag1da ad1 ge9en ve Hi.iktimetlerini temsil etmeye 
resrni olarak yetkili k1lmm1~ kisiler bu MZ' m imzalarmslard1r. 

Ankara' da, 19 Ocak 2021 tarihinde, her iki metin de orijinal metin olmak i.izere 
ingilizce ve Ti.irk9e iki ni.isha halinde iMZALANMISTIR. 

AMERIKA BiRLESiK DEVLETLERi TURKiYE CUMHURiYETi 
HUKUMETi ADINA: HUKUMETi ADINA: 
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