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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STA TES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Hellenic 
Republic (hereinafter, collectively, the "Governments"); 

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, to 
which both countries are States Party; and 

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological and ethnological 
material representing Greece's cultural heritage; 

Recalling the Memorandum of Understanding Between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Hellenic Republic Concerning the lmposihon of 
Import Restrictions on Categories of Archaeological and Byzan/;ne Ecclesiastical 

Ethnological Material through the I 5
th 

Century A.D. of the Hellenic Republic, signed at 
Athens on July 17, 2011, as amended and extended ("the prior MOU"); 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

1. The Government of the United States of America shall, in accordance with its 
legislation, including the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, restrict 
the importation into the United States of certain archaeological material ranging in date 
from approximately 20,000 B.C. to the 15th centurt:' A.O., and ecclesiastical ethnological 
material ranging in date from approximately the 4t century A.O. to 1830, which may 
include categories of stone, metal, ceramic, bone and ivory, wood, glass, textile, papyrus 
and parchment, and paintings and mosaics, identified in the list promulgated by the 
Government of the United States of America (hereinafter referred to as the Designated 
List), unless the Government of the HeUenic Republic issues a license which certifies 
that such exportation was not in violation of its laws. 



2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the 
Government of the Hellenic Republic any object or material on the Designated List 
forfeited to the Government of the United States of America. 

3. The import restrictions shall be published in the U.S. Federal Register, the official 
United States Government publication providing fair public notice. 

ARTICLE II 

1. Both Governments shall publicize this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the 
reasons for it. 

2. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall continue to use its best efforts to 
maintain and share with the Government of the United States of America information 
about unauthorized excavations, thefts of cultural property, trafficking of cultural 
property, and other threats that jeopardize its cultural patrimony. 

3. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall continue to use its best efforts to take 
steps consistent with the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cullural Property to 
protect its cultural patrimony. To assist in these efforts, the Government of the United 
States of America shall use its best ef 

f 
orts to facilitate technical assistance to the 

Government of the Hellenic Republic as appropriate under available programs in the 
public and/or private sectors. 

4. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall continue to use its best efforts to engage 
other countries having a s;ignificant import trade in archaeological and ethnological 
materials from Greece to deter a serious situation of pillage of cultural property. 

5. Each Government shall use best efforts to encourage further interchange of 
archaeological and ethnological materials for cultural, educational, and scientific 
purposes, including long-term loans of such materials to promote widespread public 
appreciation of and access to Greece ·s rich cultural heritage. 

6. Each Government shall continue to endeavor to keep the other informed of the measures 
taken to implement this MOU. 

ARTICLE III 

The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this MOU shall be 
subject to their respective laws and regulations, as applicable, including with respect to the 
availability of appropriated funds. 



ARTICLE IV 

1. This MOU shall enter into force on the elate of the later note in an exchange of notes in 
which the Governments have notified each other of the completion of their internal 
procedures necessary for that purpose, with effect from November 21, 2021, and shall 
remain in force for five (5) years from that date until November 21, 2026, unless 
extended. 

2. In the event that the MOU has not entered into force on or before November 21, 2021, 
this MOU shall be provisionally applied by the Governments beginning on November 
21, 2021. 

3. This MOU may be extended and amended only by mutual written consent of the 
Governments. 

4. The Governments shall elaborate an Action Plan for the implementation of this MOU. 

5. The Governments shall review the effectiveness of this MOU before its expiration in 
order to determine whether this MOU should be extended. 

6. Either Government may notify the other, in writing through diplomatic channels, of its 
intention to terminate this MOU prior to its date of expiry. In such a case, the 
termination shall come into effect six (6) months after the date of notification. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective 
Governments, have signed the present MOU. 

DONE at Athens, this 22 September 2021, in duplicate, in the English and Greek languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

For the Government of For the Government of 
the United States of America the Hellenic Republic 

orrz 
Geoffrey R. Pyatt Styliani Mendoni 

Ambassador of the United States of Minister of Culture and Sports 

America to Greece 



Lvµcpcovricmv ta aK6A.ou0a: 

MNHMONIO KATANOID:HL 

META�Y 

THL KYBEPNH1::t--fL T.QN HN.QMEN.QN HOAITEI.QN THI AMEPIKHL 

KAJ 

THI KYBEPNHIHI THI EJ\J\HNIKHI 6HMOKPA TTAI 

IXETIKA ME Tl-IN EnIBOJ\H EIIAr.OrIKD.N nEPIOPIIMD.N 

IE KATHfOPID:: APXAIOJ\OrTKOY KAT E0NOJ\OrIKOY Y AI KOY THI 

EJ\J\HNIKI-U: D-1-IMOKPATIAI 

H KuB£PV11CTTJ TffiV Hvro�L£V(OV noAtt£LWV TT]<; AµEpLKT]<; KCll T] KuB£PV11CTTJ Tll<; EAAT]VLKl]<; 
D. 11µ0Kpaifoc; ( £<p£�11c; anoKaAOU�L£V£<; crul)..oytKU «01 K uB£pviJ0ctc;») ·a

Ev£pyrovrnc; B6.0£L Til<; LU�tBaaric; 'WU 1970 TT]<; OYNm:Ko yta rn A117t:Tfo Mfapa yta TT]V 
Anay6pwm1 Kat TTJV nap£µn681CTTJ •TJ<; TTap<ivo�n1c; Ewayroy�c;, E�ayroyiJc;, Kata
M£taBi.Bacrric; Kupt6TT]ta<; no1cmcrnKrov Aya0cov, crt11v onoia aµ<p6T£P£<; 01 Xrop£<; Ei.vm 
LuµBo.AMµ£va Mtp1i- Kat 

Em0u�trovrnc; VO. µctrocrouv ta KlVll TPCl ym Tll A£T]AU0ta UVClVTtKO.TO.CYTUTOU apxo.1011.oytKOU 
Kat £0vo11.oytKou UA.tKou nou anoT£A£i TT]V no1cntcrttK� Kl11povoµui 1:ric; £)1,A6.oac;· 

Yn£v0uµi½ovtac; -ro Mv11µ6vw .Evw:pyaaiac; Mew.tu r17c; Kvf]tpvrwrJc; rwv Hvwµi:vwv 
llo21rezwv •Yf<; Aµepua7c; Kat rrt<; KvfJi:pv1w-rJc; r1c; E;J,.17v1K1c; IJf/µOKp ario.c; ExcnKa. µe r17v 
Emf]o21 Ezaa.11wy1Kcov llep10p1aµcov ae Kar17yopif:c; Apxwoloy1Kov Km Bv(o.vnvov 

° EKKlrJmamzKov E0voJ..o111Kov YJ.zKov µi:Xf)l Km rov J 5 Azwvo. p.X r17c; EV,rtvzK17<; 
i117µ0Kpm:fo.c;, w onoio unoyp6.q>T]KC ITTT]V A0i]va one; 17 louHou 2011, 6nroc; txct 
Tponon0tT]0£i 1em napo.Ta0ci. («1:0 np01nouµ£vo MV11�t6vto Kmav611cn1c;»)· 

AP0PO I 

1.a H KuptpVT]CTTJ Trov Hvroµi':vrov noAuctc.ov TT]<; AµEptKYJ<;, cruµq,rova µc Til vo�to0ccri.aa
n1c;, n£ptA.aµpavoµtvou -cou N6µou yHl 1"TJV Eq,apµoyi] n1c; IuµBaCTTJc; yta ta 
noA.t1:l01"tKci Aya06., n£pt0pisct TT]V Ctcmyro-yiJ crrn; Hvroµtv£c; noA-rrni£. <; opwµtvoua
apxmoAoytKou UAtKou nou xpovoMyci.Tat m:pinou an6 1:0 20.000 n.X. tcoc; wv 15a° 



cnrova µ.X. Kat OpLoµtvou £KK/cllOLCWUKOU £0VOA.0YLKOU UA.LKOU, rrou xpovo).oyd-mt 
7t£pircou arr6 TOV 4o atrova µ.X. twc; w 1830 Kat 7t01) O'l)V(XTUL va n£pttcaµpav£t nc; 
K<Hllyopi£c; rrfapa, �tt-ca,"11.0, K£pa�uKa, ooTa Kat £A£q>avT6oovw, su11.o, yua)..i, 
U<paoµma, 7tU1Wpouoc; Kat 1t£pyaµllvtc;, Kat tpya swypa<ptKT]c; Kat \Jfll(j)lOWT<i, 7tOU 
Ka0opisov-cat OTOV KaTUA.oyo 7tOU £K()l0£L ll Kuptpvriori TWV Hvwµtvrov DoAnwi:>v 
'Ill<; A�t£plK1l<; (£<p£sfJc; avacpcp6µEvoc; roe; KmaAoyoc; npoooLOptoµou), EKTO<; av ll 
Kuptpvllori H\<; EAtcllVttjc; LlllµOKprniac; xop11yt'10£1 aoi::ta, 11 onoia 1ttoT01Wt£i 6n 11 
£Sayroy11 ()EV napap1as£t TOU<; VOµOU<; Tl7<;. 

2.o H Kuptpvrio11 TO)V Hvwµtvwv noArrttrov Tll<; Aµcp1K11c; 0a npocrcptpi::1 y1a rntcr-rpo<pfJo
OTllV Kuptpvrim1 TllS EAA11v1K17c; LlllµOKpmiac; orrmoo17no-r£ aV't:tKdµi::vo 11 Ut,.tK6, TOo
onoio rrEptEX,£Tat owv KmaAoyo npoo&t0pt0�Lou, Kat w onoio £X£t Ka-racrx£0£i arr6o
TllV Kof3tpv11011 TWV Hvro�u:vrov TToAtT£trov Tll<; Aµ£ptKll<;-

3.o 01 ttoayroytKoi m,pt0ptwtoi &1wocr1£i>ovi:m ow OµoonovotaK6 npun6KoAlo cwvo
1--InA (U.S. Federal Register), rnforiµ11 £K<>0cr11 'Ill<; Koptpv11011c; Huv Hvwµtvwvo
lloAtT£trov ym 't:11 81iµocriwcrll tyKatpllc; npoi::1forrofl1crric;.o

AP0PO II 

1.o A�t(j)OT£p£c; 01 Kupi::pvi1ouc; &11�t0crt01rot0uv TO nap6v Mvllµ6v10 Kawv611cr11c; Kato
wuc; Myouc; yta Til cruvmv11 wu.o

2.o H Kuptpvriori n1c; D .. AllVLKT]<; t.llµOKpmiac; (Jl)V£Xis£t va KawpaAAtl nc; KUAUT£p£c;o
npocrna0c1tc; Tll<; y1a TllV •11P110ll Kat •llV napoxfJ nA11pocpop1rov m11v Kuptpvrioll TWVo
Hvroµtvrov no11.tt£trov Tll<; Aµ£ptKT]c; crx£nKa µ£ 1ca0pavacrKmptc;, tlontc;o
ITO/cltlCHLK©V aya0rov, OtaKtVllO"l'l 11:0A.ltl<JTlK©V aya0rov, Ka0roc; Katoµ£ UAA.£<; an£tA£<;o
nou 0frouv crc Kivouvo triv noArncrnKfJ •ll<; Kt1.llpovoµui.o

3.o H Kuptpvricn, tll<; EAAllVLKl7<; t.llµOKpatia<; crovi::xis£t va KawPaAAtl nc; KUAU7:£p£c;o
npocrmi0utc; -rric; ym tll All\/111 µetprov cr6µ<prova µ£ n1 :Eu�LPam1 wu 1970 n1c;o

lOYNE�:KO ym ta Arpnfo Mttpa ym -r11v Anay6prncrol Km -rriv TTap£µrc681crri •11<;o
llap6.voµ11c; Etcraywyiv;, EsaywyfJc;, Km M£Tapipam1c; K UpL6nrcac; 17011.Ln(J'tLK(J)Vo
Aya0rov, ym -rriv rcpocr.acria i-ric; noAmmtKfJc; •11<; tl11povoµuic;. flpoK£Lµtvou vao
cvtcrx;6crct nc; npocrn6.0tt£c; a.u;;tc; ·11 Kuptpvri<Yll 1:wv Hvwµtvwv floAn£tci:>v n1c;o
Aµtpttjc; KawPallit nc; KaAihcpcc; npocrn6.0ctic; TllS yia c,iv ot£UK6Auvcr11 napox�c;o
7:EXVtKfJc; po170ctac; rcpoc; Tl7V Kuptpvricrri Tl 

lS EA).,ivtK�c; t.1iµ0Kpa;;iac;, 6rcroc; ap�t61:;£Lo
cr'tO n1caimo 8ta.0fotµrov npoypaµµfrrwv tou 01w6cr1.0u 1--,IKat 'tOU 101ronKou TO�tfo.o

4.o H Ku�tpvricr11 Tll<; E1c11.,ivttjc; t.11µ0Kpatiac; (J1)V£X,is£t va Ka;;apa)cAtl nc; KUA.U"rtp£<;o
npocrn:a0£1£oc; •11<; yta •ll (JUVS::pyacria µc 6.llic; xcopi::<; µc oriµavnK6 i::1crayroytK6o
cµn6pto apxmo) .. oytKOU Kat s0vo11.oytKOU UAtKou an6 Tl]V EUMa, yta n1v ano;;pom']o
cropapci:>v ni;pm;;rocri,rov A€11Aacriac; noAtnITTtKci:>v aya0ci:>v.o



5.a H Ka0c Knptpvqcn1 Kmapallit nc; Katcu-ri::pi::c; npoona0i::ttc; -rric; yta -r11v Ev0appuvcn1a
-r11c; 7rcpat-r£p{I) avrnA.Aayi]c; apxaioA.OytKOU Kat c0VOAOYtKOU U/clKOU ytaa
no1cm0nKouac;, eKnm8i::unKouc; Km i::m0-r11µov1Kouc; 0Konouc; cruµni::p11ca�tPavoµtvoua
rnu µa1<poxp6v1ou 8avctoµou -ri:wwu uAtKou yta 1:11v nporo9rj<rq Tile; i::updac;a
011µ601a<; cK-riµ110'l)c; Kat np60Pa<Yl)c; CTTl)V nAouma noAm0nK17 KAl)povoµta n1c;a
E11,A.6.8ac;.a

6.a H KU0c Ku�£PV1l<H) cruvcxi(t:t nc; npocrna0cti::c; Tl)<; va £vqµ£provct Tt)V (lA,/c11 <JX,f.HKCla
µE rn µhpa nou Aa�t�avov-rm yta -r11v i::cpap�t0yf) rnu nap6vrnc; Mvqµovioua
Kmav611<Yl)c;.a

AP0PO IIJ 

Ot unox,pcrocrctc; aµcp6-rcprov -rrov KD�i::pvi)crcrov, Ka0roc; Kat ot cvtpyctcc; nou 
npan1arnno1ouvrnt Pcicri::1 rnu nap6vroc; Mvq�wviou Karnv6110'l)c; un6K£tv-rm cr-coui; 
animotx,ouc; v6�t0uc; Kat Kavovtcrµouac; wuc;, Kmci m,pimroO"ll, Ka0roc; Kat cn:11 8ta0rn1µ6n1rn 
crx,cnKrov otKovwnKrov n6prov. 

AP0POIV 

1.a To nap6v Mv11µ6vt0 Karnv611m1ac; -rf0£'Wt cri:: tcrx,u t11v 11µc:poµ11via t11c; 'tEAtutaiac; c:Ka
1:rov avtaUay£tcrrov otaKotvrocrcrov, µc: nc; onoicc; 01 Kupcpvf)crnc; 0aa
aA.Al)Aocv11µ£pc.o0ouv crax,imx6. µc 1:11v oAoKAi]pco<Yl) tcov av-ricrrntx,rov wro-rcptKrova

1aotaoncacrtcov 1:0uc; 7tOU anattOUV'tat yta 1:0 O"KOn6 am6, µc tcrx-6 an6 n1v 21 '
Noi::µppiou 2021, Kat napaµivct crc 1crxu yta ni:vtE (5) i:1:11 an6 t11v ·qµcpo�n1via aut17a
µtx,pt TqV 21a11 No1,µppiou 2026. c1CT6c; av napawJki.a

2.a rc m::pfat1:ro<Yl) nou 1:0 Mvqµ6vw Kmav6110'l)c; ocv t£0£i crs wxu 1:11v 21 TJ Nocµ�pioua
2021, 17 vcophcpa, t0 nap6v Mvqµ6vt0 Katav6qm1c; £q>apµ6seWL npocrcoptva an6 nc;a
Kup1,pvi)m::1c; µc tvap91 t11v 2111 Nocµppi.ou 2021.a

3.a To nap6v Mvr,µ6vt0 Katav611<Yl)c; 8uvatm va napa:ra0d Kat va 1:ponono1110d µ6voa
µc T11V aµ01paia ypami] cruvaivE<Yl) tcov Kupcpvi)crcrov.a

4.a Ot Kupcpvi)crctc; 0a £Knovi]crouv tva rx,1::810 �pam1c; yta tqv ccpapµoyi] toua
nap6vtoc; Mvqµoviou Karnv6qcrqc;.a

5.a 01 Kupcpvf)crw; 0a rnavc�i::tacrouv 1:11v anotcA£crµanK6tqta mu nap6vwi;a
Mvqµoviou Kamv6q<Yl)c; nptv an6 TTJ A.'17�t) tcrxuoc; 'tOU, rocrn:: va Ka0opicrouv av wa
nap6v Mvqµ6v10-Katav6qcr11c; 0a npfact vex naparn0d.a



6.v 0LaOTJ7COT£ Kupipvr1017 µn:opd va yvw<Hono111cr£t CTTTJV aAAT
J, £yypa<p(O(; 8La TTJSv

T8m).wµawc11c; ooou, n1v np60WJ TTJS va Kmayy£i1c£L TO n:ap6v MvT]�lOVtOv
Kmav611017c; nptv Tl]V l]µcpoµrivia AT]STJS TT]v<; 10xuoc; wu. I:n1v n:£pim:w0ri am11, l]v
Kmayy£Aia 0a £ivm wxup11 £St (6) µ:11vec; µ£Ta TTJV T]µ.£po�L11via 1:TJS -yvw0To1roiT]0T]c;.v

IE flIITD.IH TD.N ANQTEPn, ot unoyeypaµ�tivot, 8e6v1:wc; 1,�oumooon1µtv01 crn6 nc; 
avTLCTTOtX£S KuPcpviJ0£tc; 'rouc;, txouv unoypa�1£t 1:0 nap6v MV11µ6vto Kmav6110TJc;. 

vnorPA<I>HKE 0n1v A011va one; 22 :Ern,eµppiou 2021 0£ 860 n:pro1:61una 0n1v Ayy1ctK11 
Kat CTTTJV E)"11.11vuci'1 yM:>00a, Kat aµ<p6cepa 1:a K£i�t£va £ivm £si0ou au0£vnKa. 

fta 1:11v Ku�EPVTJCTTJ r1a '"Cl]V KuptpvqcrT] 111c; 
1:(0V 1 --:lvwµEV(OV no),.uetcov EAAl)VtKilc; L\riµoKpmiac; 

T�S
a/R 

Geoffrey R. Pyatt 

irJpt0P11c; ,wv Hvwµtvwv llohrw>vv Ynoupy6c; TT011.m0µou 
TT]<; Aµ£ptKiJc; CT'Tl]V EAA6.oa Kat A0)"11n0�tou 
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